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Towards the Decade

On the outset, the Royal Thai Armed Forces did not have a specially assigned
agency responsible for planning, command and control, and directing operations of
the armed services, but a femporary Supreme Command Headquarters was established
on 2 occasions during war time to command combat operations; the first of which
was during the Franco-Indochina War between 1940 — 1941, and the second during
the Great East Asia War between 1941 — 1944 On both occasions, Field Marshal
Plaek Pibulsongkhram was appointed Supreme Commander, and when the missions
were over, the appointment of Supreme Commander together with the operation of

the Supreme Command Headquarters were abrogated.
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Field Marshal Sarit Dhanarajata

First Supreme Commander
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It was only until 27 September 1957 when H.M. King Bhumibhol Adulyadej graciously
appointed Field Marshal Sarit Dhanarajata to hold the position of Supreme Commander
with command responsibility over the Royal Thai Army, Navy, and Air Force. It was the
first fime ever that a Supreme Commander appointment was established during peace
tfime, with Defence Staff Department of the Ministry of Defence serving in the Command

Group of the Supreme Commander.
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Photograph of Supreme Command Headquarters on Rajini Road in 1992
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Later, it was decided that the Supreme Command Headquarters was necessary in
preparation of combat troops and in conduct of national defence, hence the Defence
Staff Department of the Ministry of defence was converted to Supreme Command
Headquarters. Existing facilities were upgrades, and new subordinate units established
fo enhance the Command's efficiency in correspond to the Organization of Ministry

of Defence Act B.E.2503 (1960), which became effective on 16 March 1960
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At the initial phase, The Supreme Command Headquarters was Divided Into 4
groups, namely Staff Group, Special Services Group, Support Services Group, and
Education Group. In addition, a Supreme Command Headquarters, Forward was set
up in 1951 to prepare readiness for internal security operations, to counter external

threats.

WINISYANOVUNYIINISNKISAVAQ
UWS:$1INOUTNIUNAIUSIINISIA:RHUAHINRZONAIUSIINMSNOVUNYINNISNKNSANAQ
NS:NSOVNATTHU W.A.DE0M

nowJnyIMsSNKISANAQ
druiausms m

nsuaAviAIUISINKIS

drofInIswiAy

ahoynsusns NSUMSEARNNSSUNHTS

nsumMsfAinuIvy Snindudounu TsuiSouAuEmswau
sWoINNINS

adhomisfinu



HP
Placed Image


nostiyanitnewining

AUAUTIAUTYEINeI8IUIgNITNANT ALl aeATgunITd (ngd.naiv)
Fevnasiulutl weoeoe Jerunentnlunislszaunsufiifeunazsiusiviinnin
ANUNTOUDIAIUIIENITAN 9 NaWalFou @192 wasnrig lunstlesiuunazisutlsu

fnensfeneniifian agldulsunsnisimmnniug ldiunistleadu

It was also tasked to command National Central Security Command, founded
in 1962, to coordinate and integrate all capabilities of government agencies, be
they civilian, police and military, to protect and suppress the threat of insurgency by

implementing concurrently policies of development and protection.
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In 1967, the National Central Security Command was relocated to Sanam
Suapa area (near the Royal Plaza), followed by relocation of the Supreme Command

Headquarters, Forward to the same area in 1970.
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In 1977, the Supreme Command Headquarters, Forward went through
a reorganization of its roles. More emphasis was given to reinforcing security along
the borders. Thus, its name was changed to Joint Operations Centre, Supreme
Command Headquarters, with its primary roles of serving as coordination centre with
armed services and other government agencies in national defence, safeguarding

border security, and maintaining Internal security.
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The Supreme Command Headquarters subsequently underwent numerous

structural reorganizations and adjustments of responsibilities, for instance,
by establishing of National Defence Studies Institute in 1990 to supervise
integration of all academic affairs of the Royal Thai Armed Forces. By
changing and transforming the National Central Security Command to Armed
Forces Development Command in 1992 was aimed at promoting national
development to strengthen national security, to assist the general public, to
protect from and help solve public disasters, and to support the government

in solving national agenda.
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The restructuring of the Joint Operations Centre, Supreme Command Headquarters
between 1993 — 2000 was to accommodate for other roles in the security such as those
involving border security, counter terrorism, humanitarian mine action, including prevention

and solving of narcotics issues.
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Moreover, a National Memorial was also established to commemorate the
benevolence of former Thai monarchs, heroes and heroines who sacrificed their lives
for the nation. Their Majesties King Bhumibhol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit graciously

presided over the opening of the Memorial on 2 July 1994.


HP
Rectangle


nostfymmsnesinlng fgneassui o

nasfgininnyIgage

U n.eoeew noalyyrnenmisgign adreiaanauiuidot udfiasds iy

@

A
uFnaauuusaiaue dldisuilavinnsdun Ui © Aainu veeo

Later in 1999, the Supreme Command Headquarters was relocated from Sanam
Suapa fo the present location on Changwattana Road, and started its operation at the

new premises on 2 October 2000.
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In addition, a statue of King Naraesuan the Great was commissioned
tfo be constructed in the front area of the Supreme Command Headquarters as
a blessing and pride for the unit. It has also become a morale-boosting landmark for
the personnel. Her Majesty Queen Sirikit presided over the unveiling ceremony of

the statue on 29 June 2004.
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Furthermore, in 2006, the Supreme Command Headquarters underwent another
restructuring to enhance its capacity in security cooperation, for example, by upgrading
"Peace Operations Division" fo "Peace Operations Centre, Directorate of Joint
Operations" to serve as a staff, education, and force preparation unit, as well as for

planning, directing, and coordinating in deploying tfroops to peacekeeping operations;

Peace Operations Centre Building fo Commemorate The 60th Anniversary of Ascension

to the Throne of H.M. the King as the Highest Commander of the Royal Thai Armed Forces.
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"Thailand and Neighbouring Countries Border Coordination Centre, Joint Operations
Centre" was also tranformed fo "Department of Border Affairs" to plan, direct, coordinate,
supervise, and conduct affairs related to border security between Thailand and her

neighbours.
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The establishment of "Counter Terrorist Operations Centre" was made through
fransformation of former "Counter Terrorist Operations Centre, Joint Operations Centre"
with assigned responsibilities of planning, directing, coordinating, and performing

operations concerning prevention and suppression of terrorism.
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In 2008, a major organization structural change of the Supreme Command

Headquarters took place following the announcement of the Ministry of Defence
Organization Act B.E.2551 (2008), the Supreme Command Headquarters was
transformed into "Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters" with its principle roles of
control, directing, command, and supervision of all units in the Royal Thai Armed
Forces to ensure their combat readiness, proper conduct of national defence, and use

of force in accordance with the authority given to the Ministry of Defence.
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In addition, Military Command Centre was established through tfransformation
of the Joint Operations Centre to plan, direct, coordinate, supervise, control, and
command operations with service components' operations centres and other Royal
Thai Armed Forces agencies assigned in field operations since peace time. It is also
tasked to command and control joint task forces, established in accordance with the

national defence plan.
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Moreover, Royal Development Projects and Security Coordination Centre was

set up in 2014 by transforming from Royal Development Projects and Security
Coordination Centre, Military Command Centre. Its responsibilities are to plan, direct,
coordinate, and conduct activities related to royally initiated development projects
and development projects concerning national security. This is to integrate all action
plans and projects of the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters, service components

and Border Patrol Police.
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In addition, Cyber Security Centre was established in 2018 to be responsible for
cyber operations and cyber security at the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters
level, and fo integrate all related operations of the armed services and agencies

concerned.
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As for education aspect, Military Education Office, National Defence Studies

Institute was founded in 2019 to effectively serve the Royal Thai Armed Forces

Headquarters as part of its education development mechanism.
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At present, the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters comprise of 5 principle

groups, namely Command Group, Joint Staff Group, Operations Group, Special Services
Group, and Education Group. Their responsibilities and functions have been expanded
much more than when they were initially established. To mark the transformation
of the Supreme Command Headquarters to Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters,
the 16 of March every year is therefore recognized as the Founding Anniversary of

the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters.
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